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A slight majority of the students at the University of i lontana favor decreased 
student funding of athletics, according to tabulations made Wednesday night of an opinion 
poll conducted by Central Board, the Ui1 student government. 
Results of the poll will be used as a guideline for Central Board when it votes, 
either in late winter or early spring, on the athletic department budget, according to 
student body president John Christensen. 
Final tabulations, supervised by members of the Ui-1 administration, athletic department 
and Central Board, shmved 50.6 per cent of the students polled favored decreasing the 
amount of money the athletic department gets from student fees. A total of 49.4 per cent 
favored either funding athletics on the present level or increasing student funding. 
\Vhen tabulators broke the figures dO\vn they discovered that 19.4 per cent of the 
students favored increased student funding and 30 per cent favored keeping it on its 
present level. 
In a referendum last spring, Ui-I students voted to de cre as e student funding of athletics 
by 12 per cent . TI1at gave Ui t Athletic Director Jack SHarthout and his department $147,000 
to work \vith. 
Of those favoring an increase, 490 \van ted a 12 per cent increase, 300 \•Jan ted 25 
per cent, 190 wanted 50 per cent and 169 wanted 100 per cent. A total of 27 students 
voted for an unstated increase. 
Those favoring a decrease were more evenly divided. A total of 797 '"anted a 12 
per cent decrease, 650 \vanted a 25 per cent decrease, 663 \vanted 50 per cent and 744 
\'I anted 100 per cent. A total of 217 wanted an unstated decrease. 
In a companion poll, which was on the reverse side of th e card handed out to activity 
fee paying students during winter quarter registration, a majority favored changing from 
the mandatory fee for football and basketball to financin g of those sports by charging only 
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those students \-.rho attend the games. A total of 53 per cent or 3,567 students favored 
charging those 1-1ho attend athletic events, 1-.rhile 26 per cent, or 1, 760, opposed that idea. 
· A total of 1, 367, or 21 per cent did not answer that yes or no question. 
Christensen said S111arthout told him earlier that if no cut 111ere made, in other \'lords 
if the department got $147,000 from student funds, then he could have a workable athletic 
program. The athletic budget started out at $353,700 last year but \vas reduced uy about 
22 per cent by student and state cuts and a 11age-price freeze ruling that prevented 
ticket price increases. 
Ordinarily it would ue the Central Board in power now that would vote on the athletic 
budget, but since it loJas this Central 13oard that made the cut last year, both $111arthout 
and Christensen \IIOuld rather have the new Central Board make budget decisions. If that 
develops, elections would probably be moved up to the end of Winter Quarter, according 
to Christensen. 
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